Thirty-Ninth Congress

An Act to Increase and Fix the Military Peace Establishment
: of the
United States

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled, That the military peace establishment of the United States shall
hereafter consist of five regiments of artillery, ten regiments of cavalry, forty-five
regiments of infantry, the professors and corps of cadets of the United States Military

Academy, and such other forces as shall be provided for by this act, to be known as the
Army of the United States.
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Cavalry Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, That to the six regiments of cavalry now in
service there shall be added four regiments, two of which shall be composed of colored men,
having the same organization as is now provided by law for cavalry regiments, ...

Infantry Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, That the forty-five regiments of infantry
provided for by this act shall consist of the first ten regiments, of ten companies each, now
in service; of twenty-seven regiments, of ten companies each, to be formed by adding two
companies to each battalion of the remaining nine regiments; and of eight new regiments, of
ten companies each, four regiments of which shall be composed of colored men and four

regiments of ten companies each to be raised and officered as hereinafter provided
for, ... '

Chaplain for Colored Troops Sec. 30. And be it further enacted, ...; one chaplain may be
appointed by the President, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate, for each

regiment of colored troops, whose duty shall include the instruction of the enlisted men in
the common English branches of education; ...

APPROVED, July 28, 1866




