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Henm v- Plummer was commissioned in 1884 as the fvst ReguloArmy Negro-in"fion- 
He was assigned to rhe 9th C.avalry Regiment {Courtesy of Moorland-

iii:"so* Reseorch Center, Howord Univenity, htahington, D'C-)





CHAPLATN HENRY WNTON PLUM/I,\ER

Henry Vinton Plummer wos born on July 3t, t844 on "Three Sisters" Plontotion in Prince

George's County, Morylond. He wos the son of Adom Froncis Plummer ond Emily Sounders, who

we?e enslaved by their owne?, George H. Colvert, o direct descendont of Lord Boltimore.

When he wos o still young, Henry wos sold to people living in Woshington, D.C., ond then to
Howqrd County, Morylond. fn the spring of t862, Plummer wos living with his fother ond

monoged to escope from the Riverdole Plontotion to live with his ount, Morgaret Tyler in

Woshington, DC. Loter that some yeot,he entered the U.5. Navy ond served the durotion of
the Civil Wor, mostly on the gunboot, Coeur de Lion stotioned of the Woshington Novy Yord and

ossigned to potrol the Potomoc River.

Heleorned to reod ond write while enlisted in the Navy. At the end of the Civil Wor, he took o
job os o coochmon ond gardener in Hyottsville, Morylond. The following yeor (1863) he mode o

trip to New Orleons to f ind his sister, Mirondo, who hod been sold some yeors before to on

owner in Louisiono. He found his sister ond brought her bock to their fomily home neor

B lqdensburg, Morylond.

Plummer wos boptized at the Second Boptist Church in Woshington, D.C. in 1867 ond morried

Julio Lomox of Virginio thot some year. Nine child?en wete born from this union. Recognizing

thot freed Blqcks needed finonciol ossistonce in burying their deod; he formed the Blodensburg

Union Burying Associotion in 1870 ond served os its f irst president ond treqsurer for fourteen
yeqrs.

Heeding the cqll to preoch ,Henry ministered to smoll Boptist congregotions in Prince George's

ond Charles Counties in Morylond. He olso worked os o night wotchmon ot the U.S. Post Office
in Woshington, DC. While working ot the Post Office,he storted toking courses ot Weylond

Seminory, located in Wqshington, DC. Henry groduoted from Weylond in 1878 ond wos ordained

os o Boptist Minister. Heserved os postor ot St. Poul Boptist Church in Blodensburg from L876

to 1881.

In 1884 Henry opplied to become o Choploin in the U.S. Army. With help ond the urging of
Frederick Dougloss and severol prominent, Republicons, then President, Chester A. Arthur,
oppointed Plummer os the Choploin of the Ninth Covolry Regiment in 1884, moking him the first
Block Americon Choploin in the U.S. Army following the Civil Wor.

Plummer's first officiol ossignment, os o Choploin, wos ot Fort Riley, Konsos (1884-1885) ond

then qt Fort McKinney in Wyoming (1885-1891). His finol ossignment wos ot Fort Robinson,

Nebrosko (1891-1894). Choploin Plummer wos responsible f or the pastorol core ond educotion of
the Ninth Covolry's men ond their fomilies ond guickly become populor with the men qnd his

church services we?e well attended. As o result, he received outstonding efficiency reports
from his commonders.



However, while stotioned of Fort Robinson, Nebrosko, he wos on odvocote of the Temperance
Movement ond initioted on effort to send enlisted Ninth Covolry men to colonize Central Africa.
These events in oddition to his porticipating in ond drinking ot on enlisted mon's promotion porty
led to him being court-mortioled on August 23 !894. The primory charge ogoinst Choploin
Plummer wos "conduct-unbecoming an offtcer."

After he wos court-mortioled, Plummer moved to Konsos,where he served os postor of Rose Hill
Boptist Church in Konsos City, Konsos ond held office in the Konsas Stote Baptist Convention.
He ond his supporters never gove up on their efforts to hove his dis-missol from the Army
reversed. He olso volunteered to se?ve during the Sponish-Americon Wor in 1898 ond loter
tried to join troops bottling the Philippine fnsurrection, but the Army denied his ottempts to
offer his service.

Choploin (Coptoin) Henry Vinton Plummer died on Februory tO, t9O5, ot the age of 61, following o
long illness. The oftermoth, following his deoth included numerous octivities to cleor his nome,
high-light his occomplishments, ond to perpetuote his distinguished service to the U.S. Army
ond his country.

Tn ?OOt, o committee consisting of lowyers, clergy, historions, fomily members, politicions , etc.
wos formed ond become known os The Commitfeeto Cleor Choploin Plummer: Advocotingthe
Reconsiderotion ond exonerotion of Choploin Henry Vinton Plummer, U.S. Army. The
Committee's hord work poid off in 2005 when the Army Boord for Corcection of Militory
Records chonged Choploin Plummer's dis-honoroble discharge from the Army to "honoroble."

Choploin Plummer wos honored in 2Ot5 with the chortering of The Choploin (Coptoin) Henry
Vinton Chopter of the Ninth ond Tenth (Horse) Covalry Associqtion, "Buffolo Soldiers" in the
City of Glenarden,Prince George's County, Morylond.
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THE LIFE AND TIMES OF CHAPLAIN (CAPTAIN) HENRY
VINTON PLUMMER NINTH CAVALRY REGIMENT

UNITED STATES ARMY

78,4l. Bonru ENsLAVED, LIKE HIs pARENTs, Enarlv AND Apau
PTUMMER, AT Tnnee Srsrrns PlarurarroN NEAR
Flowens Hrau ScFrooL rN MrrcneLLVrLLE, PnrNce
Geonae's CouruTY, MARYLAND

Solp wrrH Hrs MoTHER AND Two oF Hrs FouR srBLrNGs

Moveo wrrH sLAVE MASTER FRoM WasrtrNeroN, DC
ro Ellrcorr MrlI-s (ruow-ELl-rcorr Crrv), MD
LATER, Movep wrrH Hrs MoTHER AND SteLtNas FRoM
ELI-rcorr Mrlls ro rHE Celvenr Fanarlv Honae ro
Jorr.r Hrs FarneR AT THE RrvenoALE MAttstoN, rN
RvenoALE, MD

Esqepep FRoM sLAVERy ro Lrve wrrH AN Aurur IN
WasnrrueroN, DC

7862

7864 EuusreD oN 4 Aprul 1864 rN rHE UNITED srATEs NAVv
rN wAsHrNGToN, D.q. AT THE Age or 20 AND SERVED
IN THE WasntruGToN, D.c. NAVy yARD oNBoARD THE

Coeun-oe-Ltoru Peoole Srup

1865 DISGHARGED, HoNoRABLy, FRoM rne Navy AT THE END
oF THE Crvrr- Wen

1866 TnavelED To New OnleaNs, LoulstANA IN SEARcH oF
Hrs srsrER, SARan MTnANDA. PI-unanaeR

78,6,7 Mannreo Juln Lonaax AND Tnern Ururoru Pnopucep
NrNre (9) CuTLDREN - Erenr Bovs AND Orqe GInl

Senveo As poLrrrcAL LEADER AND Agrrvrsr IN
BI-apeNsBURG, PntNqe Geonee'g Courqry coMMUNITy

r868



7A7O OnsautzED rne BleDENsBUno Bunrel AssocrATroN

7872 EnRollep rN Wevlarup Senarnany rN WesxrlrGToN,
D.C. AND GRADUATED rN 1878

7876 Selecreo As Pesron oF THE Cor-oneo Baprlsr
Cnuncn or BlaDENsBUno (larER, Sr. Paul Baprrsr
CnuncH rru Caprrol HersHrs, MD)

1881 SelecrED As Pesron oF THE MouNr Cannarl Bapnsr
Cuuncu rN WesHrNGToN, DC

1884 ConaurssroNED Cuaplarru, u.S. ARMv, 9" CevaLRy
Hrs MrlrrRny AssrgNMENTs TNcLUDED: Fonr RrrEy,
Kaxsas; Fonr McKrttNLEy, WyonarNs; AND, Fonr
RogrNsoN, NEBRASKA

7894 Recrtvep Geuenar Counr-MeRrnr- Decrsror.r oN 7
SepreuBER 7894
He AND Hrs SupponrERs Appealep rHE Counr-
Manrnl DecrsroN wrrHour Success

Senvep as MrnrsrER rN KaNsAs Crry, KeNsas
Anea Cnuncses

1905 Dreo oN 10 FeenuaRY IN KaNsas

1995 Reveeleo As A "BUFFALo soLDIER" AND Anuy
CnaplarN To rne PIUMMER FAMILY

2OOl Revrseo EFFoRTS ro GAIN AN HoNoRABLE DTscHARGE
LEAD By rHE coMMrrrEE To cLEAR Cnaplerru
(ceererx) ueNRY vrNToN PLUMMER

2OO4 Burueo rN THE HenuoNy CeuereRy, WasruruGToN,
D.C.



2005

2015

SuelurrrED AN AppLrcATroN To rHE ARMy BoARD FoR
soRREcrroN oF MrLrrARy REcoRDs (18 FEBRUARv
2c,O4)

Receveo A MrlrraRy Bunral rN THE Narrorual
HANUONIY MEIvTORIAL CENAETERY. LANDOVER, MD ON
31 Jurv 2OO4

Receveo Hor.loRABLE DrsqHaRGE CenrrrrcATE on 9
FeeRueRv 2OO5 FRoM THE Anrray Boano FoFl rHE
ConnecrroN oF MruraRy Reconps (nEceveo By
CHAPLAN PLUMMER'S DESCENOaTTS); HOWEVER, THE
BOARD DECLINED TO REVERSE HIg COURT-MARTIAL
CONVICTION

FoRMED THE cHAeLATN (caprarrv) HENRy vrNToN
pLUMMER cHAprER oN 14 .leNuARy 2015

CnanTeRED AS A cHAPTER wITH THE NINTH AND TENTH
(nonse) GArrALRv ASsocrATroN on 1 AUGUST 2015
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The Comm i tlee to C l ear C haplain Plurmrer replesents people fror, r
acloss the counhy with many areas of intercst in Plummer's cause.

IfyoLr wish more information orwould like to work with urs, please

contact Reverend L. Jerome Fowler, Chair, at:

f iendsofo lummer@hohnail.com
or

P.O. Box 5741, CapitolHeights, MD2079l-5741
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ffi, @
Chaplain(Captain) Henry Vinton Plummer Chaprer

9th and 1Oth (Horse) Cavalry Association

P&INcE GuoReE's counlr(, nn*nYu*ruo

F-@U$IDED oN t4r* u*mu*gY, 90trs, gY:

PR€SIDEINT

TST VNCE, PREs"

zND VICE P&ES"

sucRurenY

T&EJLSUBE&,

SE*R6E&NT:&T.&.RIfiS TRO@FE& ROtsE&T GJh.SS

TRo@PER, [S*.&C n"" P&EItrTTgU,

TROCIFUR C*[EsTEft. 8," C&EWs

T&OOFER CBESTT.E, t,f*I'SOM, J8.

Tfi,@@Ftr&. "e [^[cE on"cY

T&OOPEE CT.@&N.&. [IAB&[S. DU&HJTM

9th Gavalry
Regiment

"We can;We
will"

"Buffalo Soldiers"
"Lest we
forget"

10th Cavalry
Regiment

"Ready and
Forward"
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National Harrnony Memorial Park
Burial Location

lnterment #

Full Name

Sex

Age

Burial Date

Death Date

40785

HENRY J PLUMMER

M

UNK

917 t12

Section

Lot

Grave

MCCOY

22

1

Memorial Memorial lnstalled

Thursday, July 29, 2004
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